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Curricula Renewal Grade 7 & 8 
 
Over the past two school years, teams of teachers have worked at the Nova Scotia Department of Education 

and Early Childhood Development to renew curricula for grades 7 and 8 using a ​universal design for learning 
approach to support student-centred learning.  
 

Highland Park is entering year 2 of piloting the new, draft curricula for the 2019/2020 school year. 
 

Universal Design for Learning: 

Universal design for learning encompasses curricula design, learning resources, instruction, and assessment 
practices that guide the development of a flexible learning environment focused on accommodating and supporting 
individual learning needs. 

Inquiry Based Learning:​ Learners are engaged in the learning process and they make decisions and take 
ownership and responsibility for their learning and discovery. Inquiry can be a guided or an open process, 
allowing learners  to identify questions for investigation and independently or collaboratively design a plan to 
discover meaning. 

Cross-curricular/ project-based learning: 
An instructional method in which learners perform an active and dynamic exploration of authentic real-world 
problems and challenges.  
 

 
A ​competency ​is an interrelated set of attitudes, skills and knowledge that is drawn upon and applied to a particular 
context for successful learning and living.  
 

 

 

Competencies​ are developed over time through outcomes and a supportive learning environment. 
 

 


